
Educating from the Earth 
 

Bais Abraham Congregation spends the year learning about their 
relationship as Jews to the earth, food and organic  communal gardening 
 
 

With the help of a Crown grant from the Jewish 
Federation Bais Abraham is spending the year 
learning about the connections between Judaism, 
the earth, and our food and putting these ideas and 
values into practice though working in the 
congregation’s new organic garden together.  The 
year got off to a fascinating start in March with a 
weekend of learning about Judaism’s 

understanding of our 
connection to food and 
farming.   Rabbi Steve Greenberg, Senior teaching 
fellow at CLAL, the Jewish Center for Learning and 
Leadership and a national speaker for Hazon and 
Nati Passow of the Jewish Farm School spent 
Shabbat at the congregation facilitating a series of 
classes and workshops on the topic.   
 
Friday night, following a vibrant singing and dancing 

Carlebach service the congregation studied with Nati in a session of learning 
entitled: “Gardens of Delight: The Idea of the Garden in Jewish Thought.”    
 
On Shabbat day the congregation engaged in 
learning with Rabbi Greenberg on the topic of: 
“How a Tiny People on a Big Planet Can Make an 
Enormous Difference.”  On Saturday night a 
discussion was held on the movie, “The Garden” 
about the experience of communal urban 
gardening, and on Sunday morning the 
congregation, from young to old came out to 
begin preparing the soil for the planning season. 

 
According to Rabbi Hyim Shafner, Rabbi of Bais 
Abraham, “Gardens are so important in Jewish life the 
Midrash teaches that when the Jewish people enter 
the land of Israel the first thing they must do is plant 
trees.  The Midrash learns this from God, for the first 
thing the God did after creating the world was to plant 
a tree, as it says in Genesis, “And the Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden…” 



This past Sunday the communal organic 
gardening and education continued with 
a Sunday morning brunch and teaching 
by Rabbi Hyim Shafner on the 
relationship between the Torah and 
trees, focusing on the passages in 
Pirkey Avot, the Ethics of Our Fathers, 
that speak of planting as so important, 
one who is engaged in planning should 
not interrupt their work even for the 
messiah and on the other hand how one 
who is engaged in the study of torah 
must not interrupt it to say “how 
beautiful is this tree.”     
 

Following the brunch and 
teaching the congregation 
got their hands dirty planting 
organic peppers, beans, and 
tomatoes and doing lots of 
important garden tasks such 
as weeding and mulching.   
Over the summer the 
congregation will work in 
teams to water, weed and 
continue the Bais Abraham 
communal garden’s 
cultivation.  

 
The end of the summer will feature a Shabbat 
Lunch and Learn by Rabbi Shafner on the laws of 
planting such as what crops may not be mixed 
together and the requirements to give part of the 
harvest to the poor.  After the communal harvest at 
the end of the summer and early fall the gathered 
crops will be both eaten by the congregation at a 
festive kiddush celebrating community and the 
work of their hands and part will be given to a local 
food pantry to benefit the needy.   
 
For more information about Bais Abraham’s year of 
“Educating from the Earth” or to join one of the 
gardening teams call Rabbi Hyim Shafner at 721-
3030 or email rabbi@baisabe.com. 
 


